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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Status 

1 . Claims 1-19 are pending. 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acl<nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.G. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record In the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 6/23/2004 was filed 
after the mailing date of the application on 9/30/2003. The submission is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 



Drawings 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: item 17 (Fig 1. Fig 9, Fig 11 and Fig 12); item 18 (Fig 1, Fig 9, Fig 11 and 
Fig 12); and SI 09 (Fig 4 and 10). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1 .121(d), or amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the 
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description in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 21(b) are required in reply to the Office action 
to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet 
should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and infomried of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1). (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is detemriined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
PGPub 20030009569 to Mclntyre et a! (Iiereafter Mclntyre et al). 

Referring to claim 1, Mclntyre et al disclose an image management device (see 
abstract), comprising: 

an image storage unit which accumulates and stores a plurality of photographic 
image data sets (see [0053], lines 13-26 and Fig 1 , item 10); 

an image receiving unit which receives the plurality of photographic image data 
sets from customers and stores the plurality of photographic image data sets, along with 
customer data related to the customers, in a state accessible to the customers (see 
[0054] and Fig 1 , item 80); 

an image storage expiration determining unit which determines whether to expire 
from storage the plurality of photographic image data sets accumulated and stored in 
the image storiage unit (see [0068], lines 22-37 - the service provider decides whether 
the ordering period has expired, and if it has then converts high resolution images into 
low resolution images); and 

a storage recording unit which records the plurality of photographic image data 
sets detennined to be expired from storage by the image storage expiration unit onto a 
storage recording medium which can be retumed to the customers (see [0068], lines 
22-37 - when the ordering period expires, the high resolution files are transferred back 
to the user computer and stored thereon). 
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Referring to claim 2, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 1 , wherein the image receiving unit determines whether a received 
photographic image data set, from among the plurality of received photographic image 
data sets, has been already received before, based on additional information attached { 
to the photographic image data set, and receives only photographic image data sets 
which have not been received yet (see [0054], lines 29-39 and [0076], lines 9-28 - the 
receiving unit checks to see which data has not yet been received by automatically 
checking the user database). 

Referring to claim 3, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 1, wherein the image receiving unit transfers and stores the plurality 
of received photographic image data sets in the image storage unit through a network 
(see [0052], lines 2-6 and Fig 1 , item 50). 

Referring to claim 4, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 1 . wherein the image storage expiration detemnining unit determines 
storage expiration for each pre-classified photographic image data group (see [0068], 
lines 22-37 - the service provider decides whether the ordering period has expired, and 
if it has then converts high resolution images into low resolution images). 
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Referring to claim 5, Mclntyre et al disclose the image managiement device 
according to claim 1 , wherein the storage recording unit records the plurality of 
photographic image data sets onto the storage recording medium so that associated 
photographic image data sets.can be reproduced, by: associating the plurality of 
photographic image data sets; designating a representative photographic image data 
set from among the associated plurality of photographic image data sets; and selecting 
the representative photographic image data set during reproduction (see [0052]). 

Referring to claim 6, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 1 , wherein the storage recording unit associates and records 
photographic image data sets and additional information, related to the photographic 
image data sets, onto the storage recording medium (see [0054] and [0068], lines 22-37 
- the service provider decides whether the ordering period has expired, and if it has 
then converts high resolution images into low resolution images). 

Referring to claim 7, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 1 , wherein the image storage unit stores the plurality of photographic 
image data sets, which have been recorded onto the storage recording medium, for a 
predetermined period of time in a state where the customers cannot access the plurality 
of photographic image data sets, and thereafter, deletes the plurality of photographic 
image data sets from the image storage unit ([0070] - the images are temporarily stored 
until they can be transferred). 
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Referring to claim 8, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a printing unit which prints an index print of the 
plurality of photographic image data sets when the plurality of photographic image data 
sets are recorded onto the storage recording medium (see [0067]). 

Referring to claim 9, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 8, wherein the printing unit includes selecting means for selecting 
desired photographic image data sets from among the plurality of photographic image 
data sets recorded onto the storage recording medium, and the index print is created for 
only the photographic image data sets selected by the selecting means (see [0066]- 
[0067]). 

Referring to claim 10, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management device 
according to claim 1 , further comprising a checking unit for checking customer data 
recorded in the storage recording medium against the customer data stored along with 
the image data sets accumulated in the image storage unit, when additional image data 
sets are to be recorded into the storage recording medium in which image data sets of a 
predetermined customer are already stored by the storage recording unit; wherein the 
storage recording unit records the image data sets for which the customer data checked 
by the checking unit match, in the storage recording medium (see [0054] - the device 
can automatically check to see if new information is in the user database by comparing 
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metadata that is attached to the image; the metadata includes customer account 
information). 

Referring to claim 11 , IVIclntyre et a! disclose an image management system 
which connects user terminals and an image management device through a network, in 
which the image management device has an image storage unit which accumulates and 
stores a plurality of photographic image data sets (see abstract; [0052], lines 2-6; and 
Figl); 

an image receiving unit which receives the plurality of photographic image data 
sets from customers and stores the plurality of photographic image data sets in a state 
accessible to the customers, along with customer data related to the customers (see 
[0054] and Fig 1 , item 80); 

an image storage expiration determining unit which determines whether to expire 
from storage the plurality of photographic image data sets accumulated and stored in 
the image storage unit (see [0068], lines 22-37 - the service provider decides whether 
the ordering period has expired, and if it has then converts high resolution images into 
low resolution images); and 

a storage recording unit which records the plurality of photographic image data 
sets detemnined to be expired from storage by the image storage expiration unit onto a 
storage recording medium (see [0068], lines 22-37 - when the ordering period expires, 
the high resolution files are transferred back to the user computer and stored thereon); 
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wherein the image storage expiration detemiining unit includes storage expiration 
notifying means for notifying the user terminals of storage expiration of the plurality of 
photographic image data sets, which have been determined to be expired (see [0068], 
lines 22-37 - the user's terminal is notified that the order period has expired by placing 
the image files in the users low resolution image collection). 

Referring to claim 12, Mclntyre et a! disclose the image management system 
according to claim 1 1 , wherein the storage expiration notifying means further notifies the 
user temrilnals of customers who have permission to view the plurality of photographic 
image data sets, of storage expiration of the plurality of image data sets which have 
been determined to be expired (see [0069] - if the other users are registered, then they 
also will automatically receive the expired images in their low resolution image 
collection). 

Referring to claim 13, Mclntyre et al disclose an image management system as 
defined in claim 1 1 , wherein the storage recording unit records onto the storage 
recording medium via a network (see [0068], lines 29-32; [0052], lines 2-6; and Fig 1, 
item 50 - the images are automatically placed in the user's low resolution image 
collection; the service provider and the user computer communicate through the 
network). 
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Referring to claim 14, Mclntyre et al disclose an image management system as 
defined in claim 12, wherein the storage recording unit records onto the storage 
recording medium via a network (see [0069], lines 12-15; [0052], lines 2-6; and Fig 1, 
item 50). 

Referring to claim 15, Mclntyre et al disclose an image management system 
which connects a plurality of image management devices through a network, in which 
the image management device has an image storage unit which accumulates and 
stores a plurality of photographic image data sets (see abstract; [0052], lines 2-6; [0061] 
and Fig 1 , items 10, 16, 50 and 80 - user computer and third party computers are 
considered to represent a plurality of devices); 

an image receiving unit which receives the plurality of photographic image data 
sets from customers and stores the plurality of photographic image data sets in a state 
accessible to the customers, along with customer data related to the customers (see 
[0054] and Fig 1 , item 80); 

an image storage expiration determining unit which determines whether to expire 
from storage the plurality of photographic image data sets accumulated and stored in 
the image storage unit (see [0068], lines 22-37 - the service provider decides whether 
the ordering period has expired, and if it has then converts high resolution images into 
low resolution images); and 

a storage recording unit which records the plurality of photographic image data 
sets determined to be expired from storage by the Image storage expiration unit onto a 
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storage recording medium; wherein the plurality of photographic image data sets have 
attached thereto storage infonnation, which specifies a predetermined storage location 
of the photographic image data for a digital camera or the customers (see [0068], lines 
22-37 - when the ordering period expires, the high resolution files are transfenred back 
to the user computer and stored thereon); and 

the image receiving unit transfers the plurality of photographic image data sets to 
a predetermined image management device according to the storage infomriation of the 
plurality of received photographic image data sets and stores the plurality of 
photographic image data sets in the image storage unit of the image management 
device (see [0054] and Fig 1 , item 80; and [0068], lines 22-37). 

Referring to claim 16, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management system 
according to claim 15, wherein: the image storage expiration determining unit includes 
storage expiration notifying means for notifying the user terminals of storage expiration 
of photographic image data sets determined to be expired (see [0068], lines 22-37 the 
user's terminal is notified that the order period has expired by placing the image files in 
the users low resolution image collection). 
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Referring to claim 17, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management system 
according to claim 16, wherein the storage expiration notifying means further notifies the 
user terminals of customers who have permission to view the plurality of photographic 
image data sets, of storage expiration of the plurality of image data sets which have 
been determined to be expired (see [0069] - if the other users are registered, then they 
also will automatically receive the expired images in their low resolution image 
collection). 

Referring to claim 18, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management system 
according to claim 16, wherein the storage recording unit records onto the storage 
recording medium via a network (see [0068], lines 29-32; [0052], lines 2-6; and Fig 1, 
item 50 - the images are automatically placed in the user's low resolution image 
collection; the service provider and the user computer communicate through the 
network). 

Referring to claim 19, Mclntyre et al disclose the image management system 
according to claim 17, wherein the storage recording unit records onto the storage 
recording medium via a network (see [0069], lines 12-15; [0052], lines 2-6; and Fig 1, 
item 50). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly Lovel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2750. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the. examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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